M249 SQUAD AUTOMATIC WEAPON

DESCRIPTION

The M249 Squad Automatic Weapon
(SAW) program seeks to replace the
current inventory of SAWs with new,
upgraded SAWSs. The SAW was fielded in
1985 and replaced the M16A1 rifle as the
automatic rifle in the Marine fire team
and rifle squad. It remains a critical
source of firepower for Marine Corps
units executing ground combat missions.

OPERATIONAL IMPACT

Acquisition of the SAW, a true
lightweight machinegun, significantly
increased the firepower of the basic
Marine Corps ground combat unit, the
four-Marine fire team. The service lives
of the currently fielded SAWs have been
exceeded. If this inventory is not replaced,
tangible combat power of Marine ground
units will degrade, which will directly
affect Marine Corps fighting abilities and

PROCUREMENT PROFILE:
Quantity:

DEVELOPER/MANUFACTURER

operational readiness. Modifications to the
original design incorporate years of field
experience, ensuring that this acquisition
adds technological advances in addition

to reliability improvements for Marines
executing ground combat missions.

PROGRAM STATUS

The Marine Corps is working with
the US Army within an existing SAW
procurement contract.
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